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to have accepted this suggestion. On the same day, however, it was
announced that the Mexican Government had expressed to the Cuban
Executive Commission their confidence that the latter was capable of
establishing a Government fulfilling the highest national aspirations.
This cordial manifestation signified recognition.1
The Executive Commission decided on the 9th September to
return to the presidential form of Government, but rejected a proposal
for the reinstatement of Dr. de Cespedes put forward by the army
officers. This might have led to an attack on the officers' head-quarters
at the National Hotel, if many Americans had not been staying there.
Among these was Mr. Welles himself, who found it necessary to reply
to accusations of protecting and encouraging the officers by reporting
to the State Department that he had already spent two days in the
hotel when they arrived, and had had no dealings with them since.2
American official circles had, indeed, been hoping for the return of
Dr. de Cespedes to office.  They had made it clear that, as he had
never formally resigned, the United States could not recognize any
other President until he had proved the stability of his Government
over a sufficient length of time. There would be a corresponding delay
in the economic negotiations which were to have been undertaken
with the assistance of Mr. Adolf A. Berle of the United States
Agricultural Adjustment Administration.3 The United States Govern-
ment, therefore, took up a cautious attitude when on the 10th Septem-
ber Dr. Ramon Grau San Martin, a former professor at Havana
University, took office as President and after some days formed a
Government with the support of the army and the Student Direc-
torate.   On the llth September Mr. Cordell Hull stated that his
Government had fno interest in behalf of, or prejudice against, any
political group or independent organization5 which was 'active in the
political life of Cuba'. They were 'prepared to welcome any Govern-
ment representing the will of the people of the Republic and capable
of maintaining law and order throughout the island'.4   On the 13th
September Mr. Welles was instructed to remain in Cuba for the
present.
It was, however, uncertain how the existing minority Government
could be proved to represent the will of the people, and the question
1 The question of recognition did not really arise, since Mexican diplomats
were not accredited to specific administrations.
* U.S. Department of State: Press Releases, 16th September, 1933.
3  Mr. Berle had arrived in Havana on the 5th September during the revo-
lution which led to the negotiations being suspended.   He returned to the
United States on the 19th September.
4  U.S. Department of State: Press Releases, 16th September, 1933.